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Preparation of the stay (language, culture, formalities) 
 

I started learning the German language months before coming to Germany. I used the Duolingo 

language learning app. I also started watching videos about Germany on YouTube. The videos 

gave me some idea about the cultural nuances, how people behave in situations, what is 

acceptable and what is not. For example, in Germany, when you go to a restaurant with your 

friends, everyone order their own meal which is not shared by the whole group (like India) and 

then it is understood that everyone will pay for what they have ordered. The waiter will ask if you 

want separate billing or combined billing.  I didn’t know cooking before, but I knew that I will not 

get Indian vegetarian options in Germany easily. So, my mother taught me to cook Indian food. I 

brought Indian spices with me. I bought winter clothes like jackets, woollen socks, woollen caps 

which would work in minus 5 degrees temperatures in months of February-March. I also kept all 

the basic necessary medicines which I may need in Germany. This was especially important 

because many medicines which are available over the counter in India are available only with a 

prescription in Germany.  

I also got the opportunity to meet the German Consul General in Mumbai, Dr Jurgen Morhad, 

before coming to Germany. Thanks to Shri Sameer Somaiya Ji, college director Dr. Monica 

Khanna and director of International Relations at KJSIM, Dr. Satyendra Kumar Upadhyay. 

 

There was a lot of paper work to be done. Formalities regarding enrollment at DHBW, 

accommodation, insurance, semester SVV ticket, opening of a blocked account, visa formalities, 

etc. At the same time, there were some formalities at KJSIM also like coordinating with the 

examination department for credit transfer, taking permission from administration and 

clearances from hostel, mess and library. 



                                                                                                                        

 

                 With my buddy Fabian 

Study in the host country (university, courses, internships, lectures, 

university system, aspects of comparison ) 
In the picture, this was the first day of our international semester. We were really excited to be 

at the DHBW campus and meeting all the international classmates. 

 

My buddy Fabian Hildebrandt was 

very supportive in my preparation and 

actively answered my queries on 

WhatsApp. Upon my arrival, he came 

to receive me on Stuttgart 

Hauptbahnhof (Main Station). He 

already has taken the keys of my 

zimmer(room) from the housemaster 

so that I don’t have any problems. 

Even before I arrived, he knew I would 

require blanket and pillow, so he had 

sent some amazon links to me so that 

I can choose and he ordered for me.  

 



                                                                                                                        
In the picture, you can see some flags behind the group. It was a nice feeling to see Indian 

tricolor among them. When I saw the Indian flag, it dawned upon me that I am not only 

representing myself and my home university, but also my country. You can also see goodie 

bags on the benches. It had things like first aid kit, notebooks, stationary items, a book about 

Stuttgart, Staff at the International Relations at DHBW was so considerate to put a hand 

sanitizer too in the goodie bag (because Corona you know).  I liked the fact that everything was 

planned and we had a welcome week schedule. So we knew in advance what are days would 

be like in Germany. I got full support from the International Relations office for city registration, 

bank account opening, health insurance, radio tax, etc. 

A small game was played in the beginning in which we were divided into groups and then each 

group was told to come up with “Hello or greetings” in as many languages as you can. The 

group with maximum number of “Hellos” wins. I felt that I am at advantage for this game. 

Coming from a multicultural country where we have 22 official languages, I could come with 

many Indian greetings and my team covered greetings from South-East Asian countries and we 

were able to win this game. We were rewarded with a DHBW branded bottle opener. 

I enrolled for intensive German language course in March. We had our classroom lectures at 

Tricos (Language school) till 15th March until the German govt. announced closure of every 

educational institution in Germany due to rise in covid cases. We end up having our semester 

online. Considering Germany is not that comfortable with digital, I must say DHBW has adapted 

so quickly and organized all our lectures online on Zoom, Microsoft Teams and Moodle 

(elearning platform at DHBW). Big thanks to Mr. Wenserit for managing everything and all the 

faculties for being flexible enough to deliver lectures online. 

The subjects here were very interesting. For example: Intercultural Negotiation Training, 

International Leadership, Business Simulation, etc. Unfortunately, we were not able to have 

classroom learning experience due to COVID situation but university made sure, learning keeps 

going on. We were offered all our lectures digitally. Due to COVID, writing examinations were 

replaced by writing academic papers. One major difference which I felt is the teacher-student 

relation in Germany. In India, there is power distance between a teacher and a student. In 

Germany, it is more on equal terms. 

Stay in the host country (personal experiences and impressions, 

extracurricular activities, transfer chances) 
In the first week, I was surprised to see that to open a bank account in Germany; one has to first 

take an appointment by visiting the bank. Another surprising thing was how strictly rules were 

followed by people in Germany. Even if no one is watching, people follow simple rules like 

stopping the car on the red light even if the road is completely empty. Such a thing will never be 

seen in India. Another surprising thing was that I have to pay Radio/TV tax, even if I don’t use it.  

The initial two weeks were very busy and exactly how I imagined them. It was the life “before 

corona“. The German buddies organized various activities for us. We visited Mercedes-Benz 

museum. It covered history of not only cars but also Germany. Our buddies also organized “pub 



                                                                                                                        
crawl“, something very common in Europe, for all of us internationals. It was an awesome 

experience, getting to know the international students and playing games. We went to around 7 

or 8 pubs in a single evening. I will always cherish the memory of that experience. 

 

Pub Crawl (Left) and Mercedes-Benz Museum visit (Right) with German Buddies and 

International Students 

With support and guidance of Prof. Dr. Dirk Hartel at DHBW, I was able to secure an internship 

at Peter Hahn within 15 days of my arrival in Germany. Unfortunately, due to the coronavirus 

situation, I couldn’t join it. But even the experience of going through that process was new. 

There is a difference in how you are interviewed in Germany. I guess it is because of flat 

hierarchical culture of the organization and the individualistic German society. 

 

Waiting for my interview at Peter Hahn in Winterbach 



                                                                                                                        

 

Penny- Grocery Shopping 

My buddy Fabian took me to places in Stuttgart for sightseeing. I was invited by Prof. Dr. Dirk 

Hartel for meals at his home. I enjoyed German food and conversations with his family. We also 

went for a trek at City of Kirchheim unter Teck and some other sights like 1912 u-bahn. We 

were also invited to a small picnic by Prof. Dr. Zeina Matar. I got the opportunity to work in 

developing an online game called DiversiTrust with Dr. Matar. 

  

      Dinner at Prof. Dr. Hartel and Family                            Picnic with Prof. Dr. Matar 

Now, at the time when I am writing this semester completion report, I am free from my 

examination academic paper submissions and borders are also opening. So I am looking 

forward to some travel. 

 

Regarding stay, I would say it was pleasant minus quarantine. 

The month of April was basically home stay. I used to go out 

only for grocery shopping. In the image, you can see a line 

outside the popular supermarket chain, Penny. Only limited 

peope were allowed inside the store. Wearing of mask and 

social distancing of 2 meters was mandatory.  

Staff at international relations office at DHBW was very 

supportive throughout the semester. They kept us updated 

about latest regulations by the state and national government, 

what is allowed and what is not. 

But comparatively, restrictions were not as hard in Germany 

as they were in India. So, with proper precautions, I could still 

explore Stuttgart. 

 



                                                                                                                        
Hands-on tips for future exchange Students 

Learn German: I would advise them to learn some basic German before coming because even 

if the lectures are in English, many things in daily life are in German. For example products in 

supermarket are all available in German, train announcements are in German and not everyone 

here speaks English. So, it will help if you come prepared.  

Different Medical System: Another surprising thing is the complex medical system. I was 

turned down by Karl Olga Krankenhause when I wanted them to check me for fever. They 

asked me to go to Katherine hospital which is for the emergency. But even in an emergency 

hospital, I had to wait for 3 hours to get my check-up. So in Germany, one has a family doctor. 

The first contact for any ailment is the family doctor. On his recommendation, you get further 

assistance, if it is not an emergency. You need to register yourself at one of the doctor’s and 

assign him/her as your family doctor.  

Punctuality is a virtue: Germans stress on punctuality, planning and structure. It is considered 

as rude if you are not on time. Punctuality and planning are some things, that I admire and I 

assimilated in my daily life. Even for my informal meetings, I have started to plan. I sometime 

joke and ask friends to reach on “German time“ that means be on time. 

Personal evaluation of the stay at the host university and in the host 

country 
 

For my semester abroad, I expected to experience the German culture, quality education, cross 

cultural communication and to gain a new perspective. DHBW tried its best to deliver all they 

could under these extra ordinary conditions. But I would have liked to spend more time with my 

international classmates in classrooms and otherwise. I was not able to do that because of 

restrictions. Though I tried to make the most of the limited interaction I had. I got to know new 

ways of doing things, new perspective to look at the same situation and new ways of solving 

problems. My conversations with my friends ranged from culture, food, language, history, 

relationships and social norms in their respective countries. 

 

I realized that we live in an uncertain world and we all should live our lives to the fullest and 

most importantly live in the moment, in present. The kind of support I got from DHBW has 

taught me to be more considerate and compassionate towards fellow human beings. In these 

testing times, in a foreign country, I never felt that I am alone or not safe. I also learnt to be self-

reliant. The lifestyle in Germany is totally different than in India. In Germany, I developed a new 

skill which is now a passion; cooking. Here I am also responsible for my cleaning, washing, and 

grocery shopping. Doing all this has instilled a sense of confidence in me. 

 

I would definitely recommend DHBW Stuttgart to future students who want to take a semester 

abroad. This experience broadens the thinking level of an individual, boasts creativity and gives 

perspective. This experience has in fact increased my understanding of my own culture 

because now, I have something to compare it with. 


